A rat model of phencyclidine psychosis.
Phencyclidine (PCP)-induced behavior in rats was investigated in water maze and diving behavior tasks. The swimming and diving latencies of PCP-treated groups placed in a water maze apparatus were gradually shortened, and prolonged, respectively, while rats in a control group performed well. In all rats, stereotyped behavior and hyperlocomotion were absent. We propose that this animal model induced by lower doses of PCP may be useful for further studies to research schizophrenia.